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ROBERT PRISEMAN

Clociowess frovn fop keft: ‘Hanging Chamber”
Wazhington Stale Penitentiary;

‘Lathal Infaction Gurney” Hundsville Prison, Texas;
Gas Chamber' Colorado Stale Penrlanliary;
‘Ebectric Chair’ New tack's Sing Sing Prisan

THE BRITISH ARTIST CONFRONTS THE REALITY

OF CAPITAL PUNISHMENT IN AMERICA

Robert Prisernan & mbanested in the residual energy left in places where intense emotions
have besn experienced. His iecenl Somemisasn 1o pamt 1he lade Frances Bacon's suburban
home, The Francis Bacon Interigrs, visited both the bathroom whins Bacon's lover
committed suicide and the bedmem where their passionate love affair bicssomed. His
lntest collection of paintings is no less challenging, exploring varipus forms of execution
Still o the statute books in the Linited States

“I'want to communicate that sense of standing on the threshold of a void that contains
zome trace memory of presence,” explains Prsaman., “The drama in the work |s in the
past but | use perspeciive fo creale a sense of the space opening up. 5o that you can
imaging stepping Imo it.”

American Execuiion has been four years in the making and was inikally inspired by
Rick Broomiiedd’s documentary on the axecution of serial Killer Alleen Wuomos, * was
woeking on paintings of hospital interors when | saw the documentary, and | becams
anware of sbmilanties betwesn the iconography of exscution facilities and thosse of medical
institutions,” explasns Priseman, °1 was siruck by photos of the lethal injection chamber
in Huntsville, Texas. The gumey on which the condermned are placed reminded me of
a modem torm of crucifixion.® Priseman began to contact varous prisans in the US in
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order to take photographs of the gumeys from which to work but was met with a fat
refusal every time, Determined 1o continue to explore the subgect of capital punishmen in
@ wider sensa, Prisaman sourced rare pholographs (from human rights activists such
as Alan Pogue) and immesed himsall for the next four years in the harrowing subjact
of gnecution. in the process he uncoversd some disturbing facts (such as that the maost
recent execution m a US gas chamber was performed on Feburary 29, 1999 in Arizona
State Prison) and began to cresle delicabe e deanwings, providing a strange contrast 1o
he brustality of the matesnal

*1 want=d to explore the strangeness of exacution as | se& |1, explaine Pregoman

*| discovered that all the different equipmeant contains its cwn nherent peculisrities, When
expcuting scmeone, wiy would you go ta the tnoubde of placing @ matiress on & gurney, of
Inathar padding on an electric chair? These details reveal a disquiet felt by thoss engaged
in ine process of pulling Someane b death. The inventiveness in the variety of methods
employed to kill people also troubles me = they seem o indicate a process of ritual, which
in fum distances thoss vodved from e 801" eei-ik i Freoi

Amavican Evecition is at the Dazed Gallery fram June 19

Source finagery courtesy of the NS Departmand of Corectional




